
Appendix A:  Descriptions of Petitioners 

 
The Humane Society of the United States is the nation’s largest animal protection organization 
with millions of members and constituents nationwide.  HSUS is committed to the goals of 
protecting, conserving, and enhancing the nation’s wildlife and wild habitats, and promoting the 
humane treatment of all animals. In furtherance of these goals and objectives, HSUS and its 
members have a strong interest in the recovery of gray wolves in the United States, and have 
actively engaged in advocacy related to protection of gray wolves under the Endangered Species 
Act and other federal and state laws.  This advocacy has included decades of participation in, and 
litigation over, regulatory and legislative actions relating to wolf recovery efforts. 

The Center for Biological Diversity is a non-profit conservation organization dedicated to the 
protection of native species and their habitats through science, policy and environmental law. 
The Center has more than 800,000 members and supporters dedicated to the protection and 
restoration of endangered species and wild places. The Center has worked for many years to 
protect imperiled plants and wildlife—including gray wolves—as well as open space, air and 
water quality, and overall quality of life. 

The Fund for Animals is a national nonprofit organization with over nine regional offices and 
various animal sanctuaries located throughout the country. The Fund and its members and 
supporters are committed to preserving animal and plant species in their natural habitats, and 
preventing the abuse and exploitation of wild and domestic animals. The Fund’s members enjoy 
viewing wolves and signs of wolves in the wild, and they place a high value on gray wolves as a 
species and because wolves play a vital role in the maintenance of healthy ecosystems.  The 
Fund seeks to protect wolves and promote gray wolf recovery through a wide variety of actions 
including public education and advocacy, legislation and litigation. 

Born Free USA is a global leader in animal welfare and wildlife conservation with offices in 
Washington, DC and Sacramento, California. Born Free USA maintains a significant portfolio of 
work related to protection of wild furbearers, including wolves, to stop unnecessary slaughter 
and cruel trapping practices that are inhumane to individual animals and threaten species’ long-
term viability. The mission of the organization is to end the suffering of wild animals in 
captivity, rescue individual animals in need, protect wildlife—including highly endangered 
species—in their natural habitats, and encourage compassionate conservation globally. 

Friends of Animals and Their Environment is a Minnesota non-profit organization established 
in 1976.  FATE is committed to the protection of wild animals and the ecosystems on which they 
depend. FATE advocates on behalf of animals, and in particular wolves, through public 
education and political lobbying.  FATE’s members and supporters enjoy observing wolves in 
the wild and have aesthetic and recreational interests in the environments that are supported by 
healthy wolf populations. 

Help Our Wolves Live is a Minnesota non-profit advocacy organization founded in 1969 whose 
purpose is to work for the protection and preservation of the gray wolf and other endangered 
species. HOWL’s members enjoy observing and monitoring Minnesota’s wolf population. 
HOWL uses education and science to discourage human activities that adversely affect wolves 
and other wildlife, and HOWL has actively participated in governmental legislative and 
rulemaking processes concerning proposed actions that would affect wolves and other wildlife. 



The Detroit Zoological Society has a mission to demonstrate leadership in wildlife conservation 
and animal welfare. To advance this goal the Detroit Zoological Society provides a broad 
audience with educational opportunities that lead to the appreciation and stewardship of 
nature.  By example, the DZS recently hosted an educational presentation on wolf ecology at its 
Ford Education Center.  The Detroit Zoo is a licensed exhibitor of several native and non-native 
carnivore species, and has recently begun construction on a 2-acre wolf habitat featuring grassy 
meadows, trees, a flowing stream and pond, dens and elevated rock outcroppings. 

Midwest Environmental Advocates is committed to protecting the health and wealth of our 
water resources. MEA specializes in environmental enforcement actions, leveraging our 
expertise with science, the law and effective communication to mobilize communities, inform 
public policy and protect healthy water. We collaborate with citizens, environmental groups, 
faith groups and entire communities to turn back threats to water quality and quantity. We 
empower ordinary people to act as informed stewards of the healthy water on which our lives 
depend.  MEA fully supports gray wolf recovery, as wolves are a keystone species whose 
beneficial effects on the environment include benefits to natural waters. 

Predator Defense is a nonprofit organization based in Oregon whose mission is to protect native 
predators and create alternatives for people to coexist with wildlife.  Predator Defense works to 
spearhead legislation, disseminate research findings, monitor government agencies, and, when 
necessary, pursue legal action, to protect wildlife species. We also serve as a resource for 
reporters, elected officials, and the public. Predator Defense has been very active on wolf issues 
through education, lobbying, participation in regulatory processes, and other efforts. We recently 
produced a film “The Imperiled American Wolf” to raise awareness to the current plight of the 
species. 

National Wolfwatcher Coalition is a nonprofit, all volunteer organization. We educate, 
advocate, and participate for the long term recovery and the preservation of wolves based on the 
best available science and the principles of democracy.  We educate the public, advocate for 
science-based decision making at every level of government, and participate in activities that 
promote citizens’ awareness and participation in the decision-making process about wolves.   We 
are a moderate organization that seeks to find common ground among all stakeholders and 
encourage solutions to roadblocks that challenge wolf recovery. 

Northwoods Alliance is a nonprofit conservation organization whose mission is the protection 
and conservation of Wisconsin land, water and habitat.  Most Northwood Alliance board 
members and many members live within Wisconsin wolf territory, designated as “wolf harvest 
zones” under recent statutory and administrative laws.  Northwood Alliance has a long history of 
supporting research, advocacy and education concerning Wisconsin wolves and the habitat 
necessary for their survival.  

Wisconsin Federated Humane Societies is the only organization in Wisconsin that represents 
humane societies throughout the state. Established in 1927, WFHS and its network of shelter 
professionals and state wide partners provide educational assistance to any society or 
municipality requesting it.  In addition, WFHS provides quality educational opportunities for 
shelter personnel and promotes animal welfare advances, including those to protect wolves, 
through state legislation.  

 



Minnesota Humane Society was founded in 1869, and is the oldest humane society in 
Minnesota.  MHS is a statewide education, advocacy and rescue organization dedicated to 
protecting the lives and interests of Minnesota’s animals, both domesticated and wild.  From its 
early victory in the late 1800’s of establishing one of the first laws making cruelty to animals a 
crime, MHS has consistently confronted the issues, raised awareness, and taken bold action to 
make Minnesota a better and more humane place for animals.  MHS has also focused on 
protecting the wolf in Minnesota through its educational programs and advocacy work in the 
state legislature. 

Howling for Wolves is a Minnesota-based wolf advocacy organization formed in 2012 for the 
purpose of educating the public and policymakers about the gray wolf and the benefits of a 
viable wolf population on the forest ecosystem, to foster understanding and tolerance, and to 
ensure the long-term survival of wolves. The wolf is a critical part of our native ecosystem and 
the long-term survival of the species in Minnesota is critical to the survival of the species as a 
whole and is our primary objective.  Howling for Wolves supports informed, scientifically-
proven management planning for gray wolves and other wildlife populations.  We believe that 
smart, science-based management policies should be promoted ahead of politics. 

Detroit Audubon Society was established in 1939 and has over 6,000 members in southeast 
Michigan. Detroit Audubon’s mission is to promote awareness and protection of the environment 
through education, research and advocacy. We support local activities to foster the preservation 
of birds and the clean air, water, wetlands, grasslands, woodlands and other natural resources 
they depend upon.  We have a strong interest in supporting the recovery of the gray wolf, 
because of the importance of top predator species to the health and functioning of ecosystems of 
which they are part, including birds.  We know that bird populations do better when wolves are 
around. The recovery of the wolf is likely to set a precedent for recovery of other species, 
including endangered birds.    

Sault Sainte Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians is a 44,000-strong federally recognized Indian 
tribe that is an economic, social and cultural force in its community across the eastern Upper 
Peninsula, Michigan counties of Chippewa, Luce, Mackinac, Schoolcraft, Alger, Delta and 
Marquette.  The Sault Tribe operates many enterprises that employ both Natives and non-Natives 
and fund tribal programs. The tribe works hard to be self-sufficient, good stewards of the land 
and waters, and helpful to the surrounding community.  The wolf is an important part of Sault 
Tribe culture.  Anishinaabeg dodems, or clans, dictate what one’s traditional role in the society 
would be, and the Wolf is one of the Anishinaabe clans.  Many members of the Sault Tribe have 
participated in petition drives to prevent the recreational hunting of wolves.  

Wildlife Public Trust and Coexistence has an organizational mission to raise awareness of 
Wisconsin’s wildlife, land and water resources.  Wisconsin’s natural resources are held in Public 
Trust for all to enjoy for generations to come. Coexistence with wildlife should be of the highest 
priority. We hold Wisconsin hunters and trappers accountable to their promise to “respect our 
wildlife and maintain a high standard of ethical hunting practices.”  Exploitation of Wisconsin’s 
wildlife, land and water is not in the best interests of our fragile ecosystem nor in the best 
interests of all Wisconsin citizens. Only awareness can generate change. 

 



Minnesota Voters for Animal Protection is a nonprofit organization dedicated to preventing 
animal cruelty and suffering by working politically at the local and state level to promote 
humane legislators and legislation in Minnesota.  Minnesota Voters for Animal Protection 
monitors and provides information to the public about pending state and federal legislation 
affecting Minnesotans.  Our organization has been very active on wolf protection and 
conservation issues. 

Friends of the Wisconsin Wolf is a grassroots nonprofit organization founded in 2011.  Our 
purpose is to advocate for the protection of wolves in Wisconsin and to stop hostile state 
management planning that threatens the species.  Friends of the Wisconsin Wolf believes that 
continued co-existence with wolves requires inclusion of the interests of wolves into land use 
and resource utilization practices to minimize conflicts with humans and provide enough space 
and resources for wolves to survive. 

Wolves of Douglas County Wisconsin is a grassroots volunteer citizen organization. 
WODCW’s mission is to provide wolf education, awareness and advocacy: To educate the 
public regarding the science, social and economic factors that impact wolves and people. To 
create public wolf awareness by promoting research methods for predator friendly methods of 
farming and ranching. To advocate by politically supporting legislative changes in Wisconsin 
and the United States that promote wolves as necessary components for healthy and balanced 
ecosystems. To advocate that wolves remain healthy, wild and not harassed by trophy hunts. To 
create a climate of coexistence between humans and wolves through non-lethal wolf 
management. 

Justice for Wolves promotes restoring and maintaining federal protection for wolves and 
establishing state and national carnivore conservation acts to protect carnivores.  JFW believes 
that wolves and other native predators are too often targeted for inhumane persecution.   JFW 
works to shift the policies and laws that allow native predators to be unnecessarily killed under 
the guise of management.  To this end, we have drafted state carnivore conservation legislation 
to protect native predators and the habitats that they need for survival. 

Wildwoods (Minnesota) is a nonprofit wildlife rehabilitation and education organization based 
in Duluth, Minnesota. Wildwoods works to help orphaned, sick, and injured animals return to 
their natural lives. Many of these animals have been harmed directly or indirectly by humans and 
human activity. Wildwoods strives to be a resource for people who find such animals in need of 
assistance, and to educate people on ways to reduce human-wildlife conflicts. 

 

 


