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GREEN BAY, WI – On February 11, five citizens who live near a proposed industrial dairy expansion began a 
challenge to the DNR’s approval of a water pollution permit for Kinnard Farms Inc.  The neighbors of what would 
be one of the state’s largest industrial dairies are concerned about protecting their water and air quality, and 
the value of their own land that has been in their families for generations.  
 
“In the Town of Lincoln, we already have problems with polluted well water,” said petitioner Lynda Cochart. 
“The land in this area cannot handle all of the waste created by industrial farms like Kinnard Farms Inc. We need 
the state to do a better job in protecting our water and making sure businesses follow the law.” 
 
At issue is the DNR’s approval of a water pollution permit for Kinnard Farms’ proposed industrial dairy 
expansion. The water pollution permit governs how Kinnard Farms handles and disposes of around 70 million 
gallons of manure and other waste every year. The industrial dairy could increase in size from over 5,600 animal 
units to over 8,700 animal units, which could mean growing from around 4,000 to over 6,000 milking cows. The 
neighbors of the concentrated animal feeding operation are challenging the permit because it does not 
adequately protect surface water and groundwater from the industrial dairy’s production and disposal of such a 
large quantity of manure and other waste.  
 
The neighbors of the dairy are also concerned that the permit does not protect surface water and groundwater 
from the significant pollution that can result from the overapplication of CAFO manure. Manure can be a 
valuable fertilizer when used appropriately, but if overapplied, mishandled or spread in such quantities and 
concentrations as it is in CAFO-concentrated Kewaunee County, it causes nutrient and bacteria pollution of 
surface waters and groundwater.   
 
The petitioners’ homes and water wells are in a Karst landscape, a type of geology that is easily susceptible to 
groundwater contamination from manure spread on fields and from activities on the expanded industrial dairy 
site. According to Kewaunee County Land and Conservation Department records, 50% of private wells tested in 
the Town of Lincoln, where the Kinnard industrial dairy will be located, are unsafe to drink because they either 
tested positive for total coliform bacteria or are polluted with nitrates, or both. Both bacteria and nitrates are 
substances that are associated with spreading untreated, liquefied manure on land.  
 
“Industrial dairies like Kinnard Farms have to follow federal and state clean water laws,” said Sarah Williams, 
attorney with Midwest Environmental Advocates. “The water pollution permit approved by the state was issued 
without all of the details of how Kinnard Farms will manage tens of millions of gallons of liquefied manure on 
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this site. The lack of adequate conditions and monitoring raises public health concerns and fails to protect the 
environment. Without complete information, water quality monitoring, or adequate discharge limits or waste 
management plans, the state cannot enforce the laws that protect drinking water for families living near the 
industrial dairy.”  
 
The contested case hearing will run from Tuesday, February 11 to Friday, February 14 in Room 203 of the City 
Council Chambers of Green Bay City Hall. The Division of Hearings and Appeals will hear from Midwest 
Environmental Advocates attorneys representing the petitioners, Michael Best and Friedrich attorneys 
representing Kinnard Farms Inc., and attorneys with the Department of Natural Resources. On Wednesday, the 
hearing will include an opportunity for the public to testify between 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. For more information on 
the permit challenge, petitioners and the hearing in Green Bay, visit the Midwest Environmental Advocates’ 
webpage.  
 
Midwest Environmental Advocates is a public interest organization that uses the power of the law to support 
communities fighting for environmental accountability. Learn more about the Midwest Environmental 
Advocates on the web at midwestadvocates.org, like MEA on Facebook or follow @MidwestAdvocate on 
Twitter.  
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