
 

 
Legislative Proposal Would Weaken Local Control 
Legislation Would Undercut Public Health and Local Democracy 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 17, 2013 
CONTACT:  Kimberlee Wright, Executive Director, (608)251-5047 x 4, kwright@midwestadvocates.org  
 
MADISON, WI – In response to a legislative proposal introduced this week (LRB 13-3146/1), the following can be 
attributed to Kimberlee Wright, Executive Director of Midwest Environmental Advocates, a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan law center: 
 

Senator Tiffany and Representative Balweg’s proposal to eliminate the power of local governments to 
control the use of explosives in mining and the authority to regulate pollution is another example of 
how legislators are ignoring the voices of citizens who want better protections of their air and water. 
The proposal would fundamentally change the way we govern in Wisconsin.  

 
This fast-tracked bill will provide short notice to voters and not enough time for reasoned debate. 
Legislators used to negotiate, compromise and consider the public interest. But now, business as usual 
is more about serving the desires of out-of-state mining corporations and dismissing citizens’ needs for 
clean air and water. 

 
Everyone wants to know that the air we breathe and the water that comes out of our wells are safe for 
our families, crops and livestock. Wisconsin has a rich history of protecting our health by bringing 
industry, regulators and citizens to the table to use science and the rule of law to come to an agreement 
about how to properly implement and enforce laws that protect our air and water.  

 
But this bill takes an important part out of that equation. Citizens must have a voice in how a mining 
company excavates rock with asbestos minerals, processes frac sand and creates carcinogenic dust, or 
uses high-capacity wells to pump tens of thousands of gallons of groundwater for irrigation of our 
state’s largest industrial farms. Eliminating the power of local elected officials to protect their 
community’s air and water takes away the influence the public has over whether they have safe, clean 
air and water.  

 
A company’s profits cannot trump the air and water we share. Tying the hands of local elected officials 
– who have increasingly taken on responsibilities that our Department of Natural Resources can’t or 
won’t – weakens not just our natural resources, but our public health and our state’s democracy.   

 
Legislative proposal text: LRB 13-3146/1 

Midwest Environmental Advocates is a public interest organization that uses the power of the law to support 
communities fighting for environmental accountability. Learn more about the Midwest Environmental 
Advocates on the web at midwestadvocates.org, like MEA on Facebook or follow @MidwestAdvocate on 
Twitter.        
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