
NR 151: 
Manure Spreading Rules

For years, Kewaunee County and Northeast 
Wisconsin have dealt with an ongoing drinking 

water contamination crisis. New rules on 
where, how, and when farmers can spread 
manure will begin to address this problem.

Northeast Wisconsin has a long history 
of drinking water contamination.

Water from over one-in-three private wells tested 
in Kewaunee County is unsafe to drink because of 
contamination from pathogens like bacteria and 
nitrates.

Research confirms that animal waste 
from large farms is a main contributor to 

the contamination.
Bedrock in Northeast Wisconsin is fractured and 
the soil in many places is very shallow. This allows 
pathogens from manure spread on fields to travel 
quickly into well water, tainting drinking water and 
making people sick.

By the numbers

700 million gallons
Amount of cow manure produced in Kewaunee County 

each year—three times the waste volume produced by all 
Wisconsin residents.

33%
of wells tested that are contaminated with bacteria and 

nitrates in Kewaunee County

13%
Drop in property value for homes located near CAFOs in 

Kewaunee County

25,000
Estimated number of wells that would gain additional 

protections under current proposed rules. If the rules are 
weakened, the number of protected wells could be cut in 

half.

Children in Kewaunee County watch as their bathtub fills with 
manure-tainted water. 

(Chuck Wagner/River Alliance of Wisconsin)

Contamination potential in the Silurian Dolomite aquifer, eastern Wisconsin. U.S. Geological Survey

The map of the Sulurian-
Dolomite Aquifer in 
eastern Wisconsin 
shows how much soil 
is above the carbonite 
bedrock. Areas in red 
indicate the shallowest 
soils.



Modest & Reasonable Rules
Manure spreading rules before the NRB contain reasonable and modest manure spreading practices to curb 
drinking water contamination, including:
• Prohibiting application of manure within 250 feet of a well.

• Prohibiting manure application on areas with <2 ft of soil above the bedrock.
These are riskiest areas to apply manure any time of year. This is the most prudent action.

• Modest, but critial, restrictions on when, how, and how much manure is applied.
Reducing or eliminating applications at the most vulnerable times of year, and putting less manure 
on the most vulnerable landscapes, including those with up to 20 feet of soil above bedrock.

Areas with soil depth of less than 20 feet are extremely vulnerable to 
drinking water contamination from pathogens. 

NR 151 will begin to address the drinking 
water crisis in Kewaunee County and 

Northeast Wisconsin.

Please support the rules.

Contact: Scott Laeser, Water Program Director, slaeser@cleanwisconsin.org, (608) 251-7020 ext. 13

Davina Bonness/Kewaunee County Land and Water Conservation Dept.


