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Founded in 1999, Midwest Environmental advocates is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
environmental law center that supports people working for healthy air, land, water 
and government for this generation and the next. We use the power of the law to help 
concerned citizens protect our natural heritage.

We are not your average law firm, nor are we your typical environmental nonprofit.  
Our mission is to empower citizens to make a difference and to support their efforts to 
protect public health and the environment using sound science and the law. We believe 
that every citizen has the potential to make a difference. 
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“since we can no longer trust our elected officials to 
protect us and our natural resources, citizens’ voices 
have been powerful tools. our voices represent citizens 
caring about other citizens. midwest environmental 
advocates supports our voices by protecting our  
freedom to have access to clean air, land and water.” 

sheila danielson, Act Now, LLC



People all over Wisconsin are stepping up for clean air, land and water when their government 
can’t or won’t. It’s shocking how significant threats to public health continue to expand while 
state and federal agencies charged with oversight are starved for resources.

In a few short years, Wisconsin has become the largest exporter of the sand that is a critical 
component in hydraulic fracturing for oil and gas. Many western counties are under siege with 
landscape-scale frac-sand operations and the only power they have to protect their health and 
property is at the local level. People in many communities have run for and won local elections 
to protect the integrity of their communities.

The number of industrial dairies in Wisconsin continues to grow at an alarming rate even though 
there is widespread groundwater contamination. In some communities, groundwater levels are 
so low their lakes and streams are disappearing. In spite of threats to our drinking water,  
permits for new and expanding industrial-scale livestock operations are granted with little 
scientific review.

Even though my heart is heavy in seeing the accelerating destruction of our natural heritage,  

I am hopeful. Citizens all over Wisconsin are standing up and standing together 
to protect the rights of future generations. They understand their duty to pass on a 
Wisconsin that can support the health and economic opportunities of generations not yet born. 

The good men and women of Wisconsin are volunteering their time to collect water quality 
samples, systematically alerting their neighbors about their rights, and bringing legal actions 
when there is no other path to follow. When the time comes to use the power of the law, 
Midwest Environmental Advocates stands with citizens to provide legal and technical support. 
Polluters and their industry lobbying groups are spending record amounts to hire big corporate 
law firms to obstruct the proper implementation and enforcement of the law.  Even in the face 
of great challenges, I still believe citizens with access to sound science and legal services are 
more powerful than special interests with fists full of dark money.

The men, women and children of Wisconsin are rolling up their sleeves and doing their part 
to protect their families from dangerous pollution and to protect this lovely state as did the 
generations before us.

Kimberlee Wright
Executive Director

d e a r  f r i e n ds



Despite all of the challenges we faced in 2013, 
Wisconsin’s conservation legacy is living on,  
perhaps not in the halls of the State Capitol, 
but in the hearts and minds of the people who 
believe that clean air, land and water is essential 
for life and for the lives of future generations. 
Though the influence of industry and corporate 
power was strong, citizen voices matter. 

Some of the portraits in this report are from the 
Citizen Voices Matter project, a film and photo 
series that aims to share the faces and voices 

of some of the courageous people who are 
educating their communities, holding politicians 
accountable and working with us through the 
courts to protect our valuable natural resources.  
We invite you to visit midwestadvocates.org 
and explore the Citizen Voices Matter project 
and hear from clients, friends and allies about 
why defending our air and water in the courts is 
so essential to pass on the legacy of conserving 
our natural resources for future generations. 

citizens 
HAve AlwAys 

been tHe 

leAdeRs in 
defending 

ouR wAteR 
And AiR



“it is citizens’ voices that create the impetus leading to the 

protection of all life on this planet. through our voices,  

we are able to seek out and find each other for support and 

action. midwest environmental advocates is able to do what 

most citizens cannot—confront the egregious destruction 

of our environment with legal action, thus carrying citizens’ 

voices into the legal arena.” 

Glory adams, Eau Claire WI

when advocates stand  
toGether, we win.
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In 2013, it seemed like the influence of special 
interests drowned out the voices of citizens 
in Wisconsin. The enforcement of our existing 
environmental laws was often pre-empted by 
political power. No independent Department 
of Natural Resources Secretary and a lack 
of resources and autonomy for experienced, 
professional staff means that healthy air, land 
and water are at risk. On many levels, the legacy 
of generations of passionate conservationists 
appeared to be unraveling one pollution permit 
and piece of legislation at a time. 

On March 11, Governor Walker signed a piece 
of legislation that would weaken regulations of 
one of the most destructive kinds of resource 
extraction: open-pit iron mining. Midwest 
Environmental Advocates and the Bad River 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians worked 
together to review the legal and technical 

elements of permit applications submitted by 
Gogebic Taconite to allow them to conduct 
exploratory activities for their proposed iron 
mine. The mine, if built, would be the largest 
open pit taconite mine in the world at the 
headwaters of the globally important wetland 
ecosystem within the Bad River Reservation.  

While local citizens, organizations like the 
Penokee Hills Education Project, and Tribal 
members continued their passionate, grassroots 
efforts to educate the public about how the 
proposed mine could damage the Bad River 
area streams, wetlands and even Lake Superior 
forever, Bad River’s legal team, of which MEA 
is a partner, laid the foundation to defend the 
area’s clean water in the courts.

 

ouR conseRvAtion legAcy  
HAs not been foRgotten

witHout A public inteRvenoR,  
citizens need A legAl AdvocAte

“i’ve always been proud to live in wisconsin where natural resources 
were cherished and protected. in spite of a political climate that 
would appear to want to reverse the hard won victories of Gaylord 
nelson, aldo leopold and martin hanson, midwest environmental 
advocates gives me hope.”  

BoBBi ronGstad, Bad River Watershed Association



Frac sand mining and processing plant applications 
are at an all-time high. Our partners in 
grassroots organizations are working hard to 
pressure their local elected officials to bring 
balance back to land use decisions. Because 
of vocal citizens, local governments all over 
western Wisconsin are standing up by passing 
ordinances to limit the harm to people and their 
land from frac sand mining and pressuring the 
legislature to maintain their authority to protect 
public health and safety at the local level.

In early 2012, the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources rejected a petition from 
citizens requesting science-based research 
on and the regulation of silica dust, a known 
carcinogen created in the mining, processing 
and transportation of frac sand. This left 
communities with unanswered questions about 
the threats to their health from the cumulative 
impacts of concentrated industrial mining 
activities in their once quiet rural landscape. 

Wisconsin used to have lawyers in state 
government, Public Intervenors, who worked 
to ensure meaningful participation by citizens 
most threatened by activities likely to degrade 

their health and the clean air, land and water of 
our state. When the Public Intervenor’s Office 
was dismantled, the responsibility and cost of 
protecting our natural heritage was shifted to 
the people in harms’ way. The lack of sound 
science and meaningful regulation of silica dust 
is a clear example of the immediate need for 
citizens to have access to legal resources.  
They are up against an under-regulated industry 
that was literally blowing up and hauling away 
the beautiful hills of the Driftless region. 

Midwest Environmental Advocates filed two 
legal actions on behalf of area families to 
challenge air pollution permits that didn’t meet 
public health standards in existing law. With 
Midwest Environmental Advocate’s legal and 
technical assistance, area families are fighting 
for proper implementation of laws designed to 
protect the public from dangerous air pollutants. 
During one hearing, citizens told the judge how 
every aspect of their lives had been impacted 
by uncontrolled silica dust from the mining, 
processing and transport of frac sand. 

witHout A public inteRvenoR,  
citizens need A legAl AdvocAte

“we are determined citizens who are trying to protect our natural 
resources. But we cannot do it alone. a major obstacle to defending 
our air and water is our lack of legal funds. every individual court 
case won by midwest environmental advocates is a huge victory for 
all of us. thank you mea…both attorneys and staff…for the selfless 
dedication to our causes.” 

heather andersen, Bloomer WI



Protecting our natural resources is an essential 
governmental function; it’s as basic as effective 
law enforcement or fire protection. But 
objective standards to protect public health 
are often ignored by our state government. 
Weakened laws that once protected natural 
areas around rivers and streams put our 
communities at risk for floods and the 
destruction of habitats for fish, birds and 
other wildlife. Dust from frac sand mining and 
hundreds of millions of gallons of untreated 
animal waste from industrial dairies have been 
virtually unregulated by the state. Without a 
watchdog, citizens’ concerns about their  
health and the health of their environment  
go unanswered.

Midwest Environmental Advocates’ legal work 
brings accountability back to the essential role 
of government in protecting public health 
and the places we love. not all actions 
happen in the courtroom. Attorneys track, 
review and comment on pollution permits and 
proposals to fill in wetlands, and they monitor 
the effectiveness of enforcement actions. We 
raise funds to hire experts to provide scientific 
review of standards designed to protect us from 
unsafe drinking water and air pollutants known 
to cause serious illness and disease. People 
working together, with access to legal and 
technical resources when they need them, make 
a difference. Citizens shouldn’t have to shoulder 
the burden of implementing and enforcing our 
laws, but we’re so thankful they do. 

tHe goveRnment isn’t 
doing enougH to pRotect 
ouR AiR And wAteR

“Given the current political climate, it is crucial for citizens to 
demand that their government act to protect human health and 
the environment. with the assistance of organizations like midwest 
environmental advocates, we can organize and take action against 
polluters or governmental agencies to ensure enforcement of existing 
laws. if there was ever a time for our voices to be heard loud and clear, 
it certainly is today.”

dean hoeGGer, president,  
Clean Water Action Council of Northeast Wisconsin



tHe goveRnment isn’t 
doing enougH to pRotect 
ouR AiR And wAteR

We all want to be confident that the water
coming out of our tap is safe to drink or that 
the lake our grandchildren swim in on a hot, 
summer day is clean. But in Kewaunee County, 
with a population of just over 20,000 people, 
drinking water and once healthy trout streams 
are polluted by industrial livestock operations 
that produce as much waste as 756,000 
people, nearly the population of Milwaukee and 
Madison combined. Over half the households 
in the Town of Lincoln have well water unfit for 
human consumption from massive quantities 
of untreated animal waste being spread and 
dumped throughout the landscape. 

Citizens whose wells were unsafe to drink from 
waited nearly two years to have their day in 
court. Knowing it would be a multi-year effort, 
Midwest Environmental Advocates assisted 
committed Kewaunee County residents to 
challenge a factory farm’s water pollution 
permit. Instead of helping families in need, 
the DNR issued a permit allowing a known 
polluter to expand their untreated animal waste 
production to over 76,000,000 gallons per year. 
Though families couldn’t safely wash their hands 
with their well water, the DNR issued a permit 
that didn’t meet existing technical standards in 
the law.

we litigAte to get bAsic  
HeAltH pRotections

“without mea’s expertise and ability to challenge these permits in a 
legal setting, citizens would have no hope that wisconsin department 
of natural resources would ever be forced to protect the public 
health and safety of wisconsin’s citizens posed by these operations 
and dnr’s flawed permitting procedures.”

Ken schmitt, Town of Lincoln, WI



Revenues, Gains and Other Support

 Grants  $444,481

 Contributions  66,540

 Legal Fees  72,682

 Other, including Use of Organizational Reserves  112,478

total revenues, Gains and other support  $696,181

Expenses

 Program Services  $546,150

 Supporting Activities:  

  Operations and Grant Administration  76,921

  Fundraising  64,026

total expenses  $687,097

f i n a n c i a l s

total expenses

fundraising
10%

operations and  
Grant administration

11%

program services
79%total income

Grants
64%

other, including use  
of organizational reserves
14%
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10%

fees
10%

midwest environmental advocates extends our deepest gratitude to those who 

made a contribution in our 2013. we depend on your support to help us defend our 

environment. our success requires a committed staff, an engaged board, dedicated 

citizens and generous people like you. please know that every gift you send is valued 

and directly benefits public health and our natural heritage.
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Patricia Bowne
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Pamela Gates
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revenue and expenses fy 2013



continue 
your support
We depend on your support to faciliate change. Donate today at midwestadvocates.org
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