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Clean Wisconsin & the Ho-Chunk Nation Challenge DNR Secretary’s power
to review judge’s rulings
MADISON, WI —Clean Wisconsin filed a lawsuit Monday in Dane County Circuit Court
contending that the Secretary of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
overstepped his authority when granting a request that DNR review a judge’s ruling that
invalidated a permit issued by the agency. On behalf of the Ho-Chunk Nation, Midwest
Environmental Advocates filed a companion lawsuit in the Monroe County Circuit Court.
The challenge was filed in response to out-of-state frac sand company Meteor Timber’s request
for the DNR Secretary to suspend and reverse a recent decision issued by an independent judge.
The May ruling held that DNR violated multiple legal requirements when it issued a wetland
permit to Meteor Timber that allowed the company to fill over 16 acres of rare wetland in
Monroe County.
“DNR does not have the authority to act as a judge of its own case,” said Clean Wisconsin
attorney Evan Feinauer. “There’s a process for handling legal disputes, and it makes clear that
independent judges decide whether DNR permits comply with the law.”
Meteor Timber asked for the Secretary to toss out the Judge’s ruling under a rarely-used DNR
rule, which is the subject of Clean Wisconsin’s challenge.
“DNR’s interpretation of the rule is inconsistent with the law, and it undermines the critical role
of independent judges” said Feinauer. “This is bigger than one case or one permit. This is about
ensuring our environmental laws, our legal process, and the public’s interest are protected.”
MEA staff attorney Tressie Kamp agreed, stating that her client elected to challenge the validity
of the DNR rule at issue because “the Ho-Chunk Nation has invested significantly in challenging
the Meteor permit and upholding wetlands protection laws, and will continue their investment
by challenging the rule, which has impacts far beyond this case.”
###
On behalf of its more than 30,000 members, supporters and its coalition partners,
Clean Wisconsin protects and preserves Wisconsin's clean air, water and natural heritage.

The Ho-Chunk Nation is one of the strongest indigenous Nations in the United States. The Nation’s land extends throughout
the Midwest, including significant tribal and trust lands in Wisconsin. There are many Ho-Chunk members throughout the
state, and their history and culture is tied to Wisconsin. Ho-Chunk members and lands are dispersed throughout the area of
Wisconsin most heavily impacted by industrial sand mining. The Nation’s government is dedicated to protecting their people
and their lands for this and future generations. The expansive and permanent destruction of the landscape, including
wetlands, for industrial sand mines threatens the Nation’s people, land, and cultural heritage.
Midwest Environmental Advocates is a public interest organization that uses the power of the law to support communities
fighting for environmental accountability. Learn more about the Midwest Environmental Advocates on the web
at midwestadvocates.org, like MEA on Facebook or follow @MidwestAdvocate on Twitter.

