
  
 

Citizens’ Move Will Protect River’s Future 
Settlement Reached Over Phosphorus Levels from Richland Center Waste 

Processing Facility  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 26, 2013 
 
CONTACT:  Greg Matthews, Friends of the Lower Wisconsin River, gregkmatthews@aol.com 
  Dave Marshall, petitioner, underh2ohab@mhtc.net  
  Betsy Lawton, Staff Attorney, Midwest Environmental Advocates, (608)251-5047 x 3 
 
MADISON – Last week, a group of individuals concerned about water quality in the lower Wisconsin River 
successfully reached an agreement with Richland Center Renewable Energy, LLC (RCRE) to reduce pollution in 
area waterways. The settlement agreement includes a plan for the renewable energy company to reduce the 
impact of phosphorus pollution from its facility as well as from area nonpoint sources through projects 
implemented Friends of the Lower Wisconsin River (FLOW) and Richland County Land Conservation Department. 
 
Last year, Richland Center Renewable Energy proposed an innovative solution to wastewater treatment 
challenges faced by local dairy processing plants by using an anaerobic digester. The company’s plan to turn 
waste into energy was awarded $23 million in tax credits by the Walker administration to build the treatment 
plant. However, the RCRE facility still had wastewater to manage.  
 
“The Department of Natural Resources issued RCRE a permit to discharge wastewater into the Pine River, a 
tributary to the Lower Wisconsin River, but the permit gave RCRE several years to comply with phosphorus limits 
that are necessary to protect water quality,” said the petitioners’ attorney Betsy Lawton, of Midwest 
Environmental Advocates.  “With too many pollutants like phosphorous already in those waterways, area 
residents could wait no longer for this new facility to meet state phosphorus pollution requirements.” 
 
Under the final agreement, RCRE will install phosphorus removal technology by the end of this year and make 
any additional improvements to meet phosphorus requirements by January 1, 2015. Richland Center Renewable 
Energy will also provide substantial funds for nonpoint source phosphorus pollution reduction measures.  A 
substantial portion of these funds will be used by FLOW to establish conservation easement buffers to limit the 
phosphorus pollution in the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.  
 
“The Lower Wisconsin River is one of the most biologically diverse large-river ecosystems in the Midwest, if not 
the entire United States,” said petitioner Dave Marshall. “This biodiversity depends on a vast network of off 
channel floodplain lakes, but this environmentally sensitive ecosystem is threatened and degraded due to water 
pollution. The settlement will go a long way to help protect these vulnerable lakes and rivers that we all cherish 
and share.” 
 
The Friends of the Lower Wisconsin Riverway, Inc. (FLOW) provides a grassroots voice for the protection and 
enhancement of the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.  FLOW supports a broad spectrum of Riverway activities 
including natural resource protection, environmental research, river education, cultural and historic 
preservation, and community support. 
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Midwest Environmental Advocates is a public interest organization that uses the power of the law to support 
communities fighting for environmental accountability. Learn more about the Midwest Environmental 
Advocates on the web at midwestadvocates.org, like MEA on Facebook or follow @MidwestAdvocate on 
Twitter.  
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