
 

 
 
 

 
 

Thursday, June 28, 2012 
Statement On Behalf of Cleaner Valley Coalition 

 
 
The Cleaner Valley Coalition is calling on We Energies to make a long overdue public commitment to 
clean up the Valley coal plant and ensure it meets today’s air and water quality standards.  
 
Since December, We Energies has claimed they cannot make any public commitments to cleaning up 
Valley partly until they update the infrastructure. On Tuesday, the Public Service Commission of 
Wisconsin approved We Energies’ request to update key infrastructure in West Allis, Milwaukee, New 
Berlin and West Milwaukee. The PSC order noted that a “Study is underway to assess whether it is 
economically feasible to convert the plant from coal to natural gas.” While the coalition does not 
endorse a specific fuel choice, the coalition believes that after this decision by the PSC, it is now 
incumbent upon We Energies to promptly communicate a plan to the community. Now that one of We 
Energies’ alleged roadblock is out of the way, they demand a full commitment to cleanup and plan 
now regarding how the company is going to clean up the plant. 
 
“Families suffering from asthma and other health effects have waited long enough,” stated JuanCarlos 
Ruiz, chair of the Cleaner Valley Coalition, “We Energies has the power to make a public commitment 
and show us their full plan. But as they drag their feet, our children continue to be poisoned.” 
 
The company needs to inform the communities surrounding the plant, who suffer the most from 
asthma and other illnesses that are caused or worsened by the plant's air pollution, how and when 
their continuing exposure to the plant's toxic air emissions will be ending.  As the Coalition noted a 
week ago, as of the first day of summer, Milwaukee had suffered about as many air quality alert days 
in 2012 as occurred during the entire year in 2011.  Every year, about a thousand new babies are 
born in one of the zip code areas nearest to the plant. City residents can't wait for the company to take 
years to decide what to do, while they continue to breathe unhealthy air. The Coalition looks forward 
to hearing from We Energies soon regarding its plan and timetable for cleaning up the Valley Power 
Plant. 
 
The Cleaner Valley Coalition, a diverse group of health, faith, civil rights, neighborhood and 
environmental justice organizations, has called on We Energies to address its Valley coal plant 
located in the heart of downtown Milwaukee. Valley, which was built in 1968, is the only coal plant in 
We Energies’ fleet without modern pollution controls, despite being situated in the most densely 
populated area of the city. The Valley plant adds thousands of tons of soot and smog to Milwaukee’s 
air each year, yet the Milwaukee utility refuses to commit to cleaning up the facility. 
 
The Cleaner Valley Coalition includes: American Civil Liberties Union of Wisconsin, Black Health 
Coalition of Wisconsin Children’s Environmental Health Sciences Core Center, Children’s Health 
Alliance of Wisconsin, Clean Wisconsin, Community Asthma Network, Interfaith Earth Network, 
Islamic Environmental Group of Wisconsin, Midwest Environmental Advocates, Milwaukee Latino 
Health Coalition, Milwaukee Riverkeeper, National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, National Black Nurses Association – Milwaukee Chapter, Sierra Club, Southside Organizing 
Committee, Walker Square Neighborhood Association, Wisconsin Asthma Coalition, Wisconsin 
Interfaith Power and Light 

 


